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 Hickory Bar-B-Que, a 

longtime member of the Bon-

ham Area Chamber of Com-

merce celebrated their 38th 

year in business on March 3, 

2014.  As any small, owner-

operated business that has 

grown and prospered for this 

many years knows, they owe 

their success to hard work, 

dedication to producing a great 

product, dedicated employees, 

understanding family members 

and great customers who keep 

coming back.  

 On March 3, 1976 Don 

and Ruth Blevins opened Hick-

ory Bar-B-Que at the same lo-

cation they are still at, 208 E. 

Sam Rayburn Dr. in Bonham, 

Texas.  Having took a chance to 

open up the only Barbeque res-

taurant in Fannin County at 

the time, Don and Ruth were 

both nervous and excited about 

their new endeavor into the ev-

er changing world of owning a 

small business.  Having a line 

out the door to try their restau-

rant that first day helped great-

ly in allaying some of their 

fears about whether they were 

on the right path or not. 

 Ruth attributes a lot of 

their success over the years to 

the good employees that have 

passed through since they 

opened.  Many of them used to 

go to school in Bonham or at 

one of the local colleges and 

worked on the weekends or 

part-time at the restaurant 

when they could.   While some 

were there only for a short pe-

riod of time, others such as 

Tim Cooper have been with the 

business for 19 years. Today, 

many of these former employ-

ees come in with their own 

children or even grandchildren 

to eat and visit with the Blevins 

and other long time customers. 

Don and Ruth’s own three chil-

dren have all worked in the 

business over the years and to-

day, son Phil does all the or-

dering and cooking of the 

meats with Ribs being his spe-

cialty.  While Don was the 

backbone of the business for 

many years, Phil is working 

take over and continue the tra-

dition of supplying a consist-

ently great product to their 

customers. 

 Over the years the com-

pany has grown and expanded 

their storefront by taking in the 

building next door to them for 

a larger area to accommodate 

sit-down customers.  They also 

took on the task of catering for 

groups of 40 and up, they once 

catered for a group of 1,800 

people.  

 One thing you will notice 

when you walk in the restau-

rant is all the old coke bottles, 

signs, and coke related items 

scattered around the seating 

areas.  It started out as an inex-

pensive way to decorate the 

walls and over time customers 

would bring items in that they 

thought would go with the mo-

tif for the Blevins to use. As 

Bonham once had a bottling 

plant in town, some of the bot-

tles actually have the Bonham 

stamp of where they were 

made on them. 
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Ruth, Don, and Phil Blevins in their Business 

Ruth attributes part of their success over the years to keeping the menu simple, healthy and appetiz-

ing over the years.  They also adapt to customers suggestions such as that from John Armstrong 

about introducing a Hickory Club sandwich meal.  Today, this is one of the best sellers for the busi-

ness. Ruth is the dessert maker for the business and is known for her outstanding Peach Cobblers, 

cakes, and cherry crunch.  The greatest compliment you can give her is “that tastes just like my 

grandmother used to make”. 

 For the last 38 years, the business has treated every customer as important and this has led to 

a wealth of friends and patrons that can span the generations.  According to Ruth, “the people of 

Fannin County have been good to them” and the “good Lord has blessed them” over all these years 

and they plan to continue on with the tradition of providing first class service to all their customers.  

As Ruth says “you need to balloon where you are planted” and they have done an excellent job of fol-

lowing their own advice. 

 If you get a chance, stop by and visit this great chamber of commerce member and find out 
first hand why they have been so successful for the last 38 years. 



Morning Star Academy, a Gold Member of  the Bonham Chamber of Commerce will be 

having Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and wants you to Join  the fun….. 

For more Information: 

www.morningstarlions.org.5K 

http://www.morningstarlions.org.5K
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BEST  / FEST  Meeting March 20, 2014 at 

the Multi-Purpose  

Complex 

8 am— 9:30 am 

 The first meeting for 2014 will be at the Fannin 

County Multi-Purpose Complex.  Breakfast will be served 

with the event is being sponsored by Texcel Exploration 

and McCraw Oil.  All Fannin County business people, offi-

cials, and community leaders are invited to attend, give us 

your ideas, and have the opportunity to listen to others. 

 This Fannin County Citizens Group was formed last 

year to allow citizens of Fannin County to voice and hear 

opinions and ideas from other concerned individual’s with-

in the county.  Originally sponsored by the Bonham Cham-

ber of Commerce, this “citizen’s council” has grown to in-

clude all of Fannin County. 

 

There are five very active sub-committees of this group: 

1) Small Business—Led by Bill Wilson, serves to attract 

small business to our area as well as offer services to the 

small business community already in place. 

2) Ec0-Tourism—This committee, led by Laurie Blake 

serves to attract visitors and tourists to our area’s many 

natural sites. 

3) Retirement Committee—We are in a great location to at-

tract retirees to live in and visit our county. The group is 

led by Lisa Avila. 

4) Lakes Committee—This committee, led by Bill Purcell is 

working toward developing and maximizing the use of a 

great natural resource. 

5) Agribusiness—David Althof heads up this committee 

and they work to serve Fannin County Agriculture pro-

ducers with their businesses.  Agriculture is Fannin 

County’s number one industry. 



Business  Seminar Program Update 

 The BEST/FEST small business committee held a Business Health workshop on 

February  28th at Cappy’s Café that was attended by 32 business owners and individu-

als interested in learning more about how to make their businesses succeed. 

 Carol Stidham, Director of the Grayson Small Business Development Center lo-

cated at Grayson College led the workshop and presented a variety of information that 

was of interest to all in attendance. 

 In order to succeed in any size business you need to understand your cash flow, 

the use of debt when needed, what your business is actually about (not a shotgun ap-

proach to do anything), human resource issues such as policies and procedures,  un-

derstanding the ups and downs of the business due to seasonal impacts, and that you 

need to step back every so often and evaluate your business from an outsiders pre-

spective. 

 One of the biggest obstacles that small businesses can run into is when they may 

need financing from a  bank or other entity.  Many small business owners don’t have 

an actual business plan or accurate record keeping that will be suitable for a bank to 

evaluate in order to make a loan.  If you need a loan in two weeks to survive, without 

having these items ready in advance you will most likely not get the loan you need in 

that short a period. 

 For more information please contact the Grayson Small Business Development 

Center at  903-463-8787. 

MEMBERSHIP PLAQUES PRESENTED TO GOLD MEMBERS 

 The Chamber handed out Membership Plaques to Gold Star members Oncor 

and American bank during the Monthly Breakfast held at Cappy’s Café at 8 am eve-

ry Friday morning during Trade Days Weekend. 

 Area Manager, Steve Elk accepted on behalf of Oncor who has been a Cham-

ber member since  1999. 

 Branch Manager, Garrett Amlin accepted on behalf of American Bank who 

has been a Chamber member since 1999 also. 

The Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce thanks both these Gold members for all 

their support over the years. 



New Members Joining the Bonham Area Chamber of 
Commerce in February 2014 

 
 
 

 
Print Works 

6720 Lamar Ave. 
Paris,  TX  75462 

903-739-9757 
 
 

Print works of Paris is committed to providing timely, quality , and afforda-
ble designs in todays competitive environment.  They have an in house 

graphic designer that can personalize your designs.  Also, don’t forget to like 
them on facebook. 

 
www.parisprintworks.com 

http://www.parisprintworks.com


                                                Membership Renewals 

Bedco 

Bonham  Floral and Greenhouse 

City of Bonham  

Creative Arts Center 

Custom Glass and Mirror 

Edward Jones Investments 

Fannin County Crisis Center 

Fannin County Farm Bureau  

Fannin County Leader 

Fannin County Multipurpose Complex 

Fannin County Title 

Farm N Home 

Friends Of Sam Rayburn 

Gaylon Insurance 

Gaylon Travel 

Law Office Of Michael Evans 

Legend Bank 

Meade-Norman Insurance  

North Texas Paint and Rental 

Sudderth Tax Service  

Texcel Exploration Inc. 

The Quilted Corner 

Warrior Tire 

 

 



Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce 

March EVENT  CALENDAR 

 

 
March 8th   

Women’s History Month at the Sam Rayburn House. 10:00am-
3:00pm 

 
 
 

March 6th-9th    
Bonham Trades Day 

 
 

March 20th     
BEST/FEST Meeting at the Fannin County Multipurpose Com-

plex.  
8—9:30 am 

If you have in interest in helping Fannin County grow, plan to at-
tend this event.   

 
 
 

March 22nd     
Bethlehem Baptist Church Concert. 5:00pm 

 
 
 

March 29th   
Home and Garden Show at the Civic Center 

8:30am-4:00pm 
 
 



Individual or Couple    

$125 

Business 

$150 

Member only referrals   ~   Lobby display materials  ~    Monthly Breakfasts 

Directory listing on website  ~  Ribbon Cuttings  ~  Monthly  Online Newsletter  

$300   $600   $1,000  

All benefits afforded to General  

Memberships, PLUS: 

 

10% off Chamber Banquet  

Sponsorship 

Flyers in all relocation packets 

Newsletter Advertising  

All benefits afforded to General 

& Bronze Memberships, PLUS: 

 

25% off Chamber Banquet  

Sponsorship 

Upgraded Member Plaque 

Newsletter Advertising 

   

  All benefits afforded to General, 

Bronze & Silver Memberships, 

PLUS: 

50% off Chamber Banquet Spon-

sorship 

3x8 banner displayed at Chamber 

events (except ribbon cuttings) 

Chamber Golf Tournament Hole 

Sponsorship 

The Chamber works for YOU & your Business to bring Pride and Prestige to the Bonham Area 


